IN BERLIN	75
Eulenburg, newly returned from Scbloss Liebenberg, where he
had entertained the Kaiser and his former prot£g£, Count
Biilow, Immediately after his arrival in Vienna he had,
knowing my personal connection with Btiiow, invited me
to the German Embassy to talk to me about the personality of
the new Chancellor. Eulenburg spoke with a distinction and
tact which almost concealed the fact that he was himself the
" king-maker " responsible for his friend's elevation.
" I could not envy Biilow. It is no enviable fate to stand at
such a time as this in so exalted a position exposed to the
attacks of the parties. Yet I told him when he spoke rather
gloomily about his new responsibilities and expressed doubts
of the future: * Keep on as you were, and believe me that
with your characteristic flair and courage you will achieve
much.'"
Eulcnburg then spoke of his long friendship with Biilow,
whose appointment as Imperial Chancellor had not come as a
surprise to him inasmuch as lie had long known that the
Kaiser had Biilow in view. He gave no hint that he had him-
self both in conversation and in writing repeatedly stressed
Billow's name, and had already recommended him strongly
for the ambassadorship in Rome and subsequently as Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs.
Prince Eulenburg next went into the question whether a
statesman could not exert influence through humanity and
charm of personality. I gave it as my opinion that, by con-
sidering the personal ambitions of individuals and exer-
cising that persuasive charm which Biilow possessed in such
a high degree, a minister could indeed do a great deal with
the parties and the party-leaders. Eulenburg appreciated the
fact that my impressions had the authority of five years'
knowledge of Biilow in Rome, on the Semmering, and to some
extent also in Berlin. I said that the new Chancellor had an
unusual gift for mixing with people of most widely divergent
types, and for giving such sympathetic attention to the views
of people of the most varied political leanings as to leave
many of them with the conviction that they had won him
over, whereas in reality Biilow would be merely giving the
speaker the opportunity to state his opinions and experience
comfortably and confidently, while he himself absorbed as
much fresh knowledge as he could. That, I said^ was Billow's

